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Demographic Consequences of an Immediate Transition to
a Universal Two-child Policy

Zhai Zhenwu Zhang Xianling Jin Yongai

Abstract: Fertility in China dropped below the replacement level in the early 1990s and has been
increasingly lower arousing intense academic discussion on fertility policy adjustment. This paper esti—
mates the size of objective population that is targeted by the two-child policy after computing the amount
of the only children in 2012 based on the data of the 2005 national 1% population sampling survey and
analyzes its impact on number of annual births. The results show that on account of the large number
of the objective population covered by the twochild policy and women’s strong desire to have the sec—
ond child if there was an immediate transition to a universal two—hild policy number of annual births
would sharply increase with the peak value up to nearly 50 million and a total fertility rate of about 4.5.
However immediately implementing the two—hild policy could significantly retard the negative growth
trend of population in the future increase labor supply and slow down population aging in China.
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Figure 1

1
Female Cohorts Entering Childbearing Age before and after Policy Adjustment
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Impact of Fertility Policy Adjustment on Lifetime Fertility
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Figure 3 Proportion and Quantity of Only Child Population Aged 0 ~30 in 2005
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Figure 4 Estimation of the Only Child Population Aged 0 ~37 in 2012
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Figure 5 Number of Women Having an Only Child in 2012
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Table 1  Number of Women Having an Only Child in 2012

FH( %) BHAB(TA) FW(F) BHAZ(TA)
15 0.0 33 713.9
16 0.8 34 708.2
17 2.3 35 779.0
18 8.7 36 697.2
19 16.9 37 751.4
20 50.9 38 541.1
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Figure 6 Proportions Having One Child and Wanting a Second One by Age of Couples in Which One Side Has No Siblings
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Figure 7 Population Trend after Policy Adjustment
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Figure 8 Population Pyramid in 2030 after Policy Adjustment
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15~59

Figure 9 Trend of Working-age Population (aged 15 -59) after Policy Adjustment
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Figure 10 Trend of Population Aging after Policy Adjustment
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