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New Type of Think Tanks and Consultation of Decision Making

DING Yuan-zhu

(Department of Policy-making Consultation, Chinese Academy of Governance, Beijing, 100089, PRC)

[ Abstract] In the modern academic history of China, Dr. Fei Xiaotong is one of the few scholars who
explored the relationship between academic research and policy making. According to Dr. Fei, in order to
avoid the one-sidedness of decision-making, there should be an intermediate link between policy and
research, which tries to integrate different aspects of the disciplines though consultation. After this
process, we can provide a number of suggestions to the decision making departments. In the 21st
century, with the increasingly complex domestic and international situation, scientific decision-making
has become an important topic of Chinese socialist modernization. In accordance with the Third Plenary
Session of the 18th CPC Central Committee, the new think tank had called for the strengthening and
building up a sound decision-making advisory system. Dr. Fei achieved fruitful exploration through
combining academic research and policy advice. Among his works, Small Towns, Big Problems is a
classic in which Dr. Fei combined his thoughtful long-term theories with the Chinese practice
development.
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