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Social Memory and Rediscovering Countryside: Investigation

on Hou Village in Northern China
ZHENG Hangsheng ZHANG Yapeng

Abstract: Great changes in the rural society which involve economic, political, cultural and social re-
lation fields have taken place in an unprecedented way in terms of speed, breadth and depth. The changes
display distinctive characteristics of duality and complexity, namely the coexistence of social optimization
and social ills, social progress and social cost, social coordination and social imbalances. The characteris-
tics reflect the fluctuant memory power of traditional rural society deeply. Social mutual-construction theo-
ry argues that it is the social memory that makes rural society’s past, present and future be a continuous
process. Learning social memory has profound theoretical and practical significance for new understanding
of current rural society.

Key words: social memory; rediscovering countryside; social change; hou village
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