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On the Market Economy and the Nu
Peoples Livelihood Transformation

a Case Study of Qiunatong Village of Nujiang Valley
WEN Shi-xian

(Guangdong Institute of Ethnic and Religious Studies ,
Sun Yat-sen University , Guangzhou 510180, China)

Abstract: In a case study of a Nu people’s village, the author finds that the Nu
society has developed a self-sufficient livelihood economy system in a relatively closed
valley environment. However, with the expansion of the market economy, villagers
are getting more and more involved in the market system and their traditional livelihood
economy is gradually falling apart. Under such a marketized social circumstance the Nu
peoples livelihood system begins to transform. Now villagers have to commercialized

local resources and go out for work to earn a living.
Key Words: the Nu people’s society; livelihood economy; market econo-
my; livelihood transformation
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