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The Formation of Modern Chinese Notion of “Society”
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Abstract; There had been three stages of concept reengineering and three
times of changes after the concept of “society” entered China: At the first stage.
foreigners in China used translational Chinese concept “hui” (*association”) ,

emphasizing the characteristics of assembly and collection. Yan Yongjing, as a
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representative of Chinese people, used “folk scene” and “people of State” to

‘ ‘

translate “society”, putting more emphasis on*people”, “folk”, “scene” and
“for people”. In the second stage, the modern Chinese intellectuals preferred
“qun” (“group”) as the corresponding Chinese translation of “society”, which
represented a modern inclination to the idea of “group” rather than
“individual”. Tt was composed of three aspects: Firstly, trying to balance
individual rights and group rights, “qun” still put more emphasis on the rights of
group; Secondly, it advocated to become a good group by using the strength of
human nature,such as benevolence, love, and so on. And thirdly, it emphasized
on achieving a rich and strong nation by various social change and means. The
notion of “group” represented strong tension, responsibility and positive social
participation of the intellectuals facing a national crisis. In the third stage,
Chinese scholars mainly used “shehui” to translate “society”,which established
the basis of common values of modern Chinese concept “society”. As the result
of exploring ideal society and ideal government systems, the new concept of
“society” replaced “group” eventually due to two reasons:one was the spread of
new thoughts. especially the thoughts of “socialism” and “revolution”, and the
other was the scholars pursuit of ideal society and state. From “association”,
“group” to “society”, the shift profoundly embodied that the Chinese
intellectuals finally have returned to their own traditions: actively involving in
the responsibility of real social transformations and concerning about the ideal

feelings of the Human ultimate future,namely the consciousness of “Tianxia”.

Keywords: association, group,society, Tianxia
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“sociology”

1. Each man who is immediately or remotely implicated in any
form of industry, (and few are not) has in some way to deal with the
mathematical, physical, and chemical properties of things; perhaps.
also,has a direct intel, est biology;and certainly has in sociology.

N . )
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2. Equally at present and in the remotest future, must it be of
incaculable importance for the regulation of their conduct, that men
should understand the science of life, physical, mental, and social; and

that they should understand all other science as a key to the science of life.

( ) appropriate rumuerotion, and each respecting those laws which have been ordained
for the general benefit. In reality, no society is without feeble and sickly persons who, being
unable to support themselves, have to be beholden their neighbours for support. ”“It appears
equally reasonable to expect of every individual in society an observance of its leading moral
rules and legal provisions.” Willam and Robert Chambers: Political Economy, Published by
William and Robert Chambers, Edinburgh,1852, p. 4/6( ,2009)
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“social”
1. This lies in the fact that, from the far past down even to the
present,social needs have subordinated individual needs, and that the

social need has been the control of individuals.

’ ’ ’ ’

2. And this it is which determines the character of our education.

Not what knowledge is of most real worth, is the consideration; but

what will bring most applause, honour, respect what will most

conduce to social position and influence what will be most

imposing.

; o

3. Only in propotion as men draw certain rude, empirical
inferences respecting human nature, are they enabled to underatand
even the simplest facts of social life.

, .

4, -+~ those activities which are involved in the maintenance of

proper social and political relations.
“society”
1. But because society considers them parts of a good education.

2. Thus:

society is done by the combined actions of individuals;and therefore,in

society is made up of individuals; all that is done in

individual actions only can be found the solutions of social phenomena.

’ ’ ’



* 20152

b o
1894 ,
“ SOCiety” “ ”» s y “ ”
b b b
o b
““ ” ”»” “ ” ” ”
Y b Y N b
“ SOCiOlOgy” “ ”» “ ” y
“ ”» “ ”»
o ’
“ 3
b
o
, “ SOCiety” “ ”»
“ ”»
b b Y
Y b Y b
b b
o
[13 ”
~
“ 74 “society” 1865 .
{ » { » o
“
H ’ b
”( ,2003:25), :“The subjects of

international law are separate political societies of men living independently

of each other,and especially those called sovereign states. ”(Wheaton,

1836:62, ,2009) “ 7 “political societies”
“ ” “gociety” “ ” “ ”
“society” ( »2009) “©or
1895 { ) “©or
3. 7 s



“society” ,1895 2, { »

’
”»

b
”» “

......

17)0 “ ”

The Study of Sociology

“social science ”, “science of sociology”,

physiology of society” ., “science of society”

>> s “ ” ‘“
7 ( ,1986:18)
1891
( ,2006:33—34), « )
(2007b:92) .“ ) )
K . o (2007b:97)

’

’

,1986:3.5.

”

“sociology” .

“the morphology and

(



* 20152

)

( ) ,

( i N

1998a.:75),

(2001:16) ,

’

. 38

”(

,1992:29), s

(
,2007b) ,
(1998a:68.71)
, (
”(

”»
’

* >> ’

”»
N ’

”»
o

(2001:16) )

»1998b: 75),

(1984)
o«

(1998a.444) “ ”

? . 1898

“
’

»1998b:430—431), (

X4

’

(



7 ( ,1998b:430—431), “ 7

1896 § Vi ( Vi .

”( ,1999a:27), (1999a:93) 1897 ¢
y (< > ) - : : . ;
: R )

(1999a:94)  .* : e

’ o s o

(1999a:109) ( )] : o

’ o o
° ’ b b b
’ o ’ ’ ’
o o b b b b
”» “ ” W ”»
’ ’ o N ’

“ N 7 ( ,2006:27),
) . (1999b:559)

N N N N N N
b b
“ ”» “
o 9 b
” ”»
N °
b b N A
“ ”
. 9
“ M ”»
N N society
“ ”» “ ”
o b b b
“ ”» “ ”»
. . ’
“ ”» “ ” “ M »
° soclety

« 39 .



* 20152

“society”

“ ” “ ”»

N (2010:205—206) ,

“ 9 ;1904 ,
“kloofters”)
»(1826 )
“society”

( )

(1982:228)

;1903

“ ”»
”
“society”
“ ”»
“

b

(1853—1908),1878

. 1886

’

. ,1887

. 40 .

, “society”

o ’

......

“ ”»

, 1875

)

,2003)

, 1881 “

(2001: 393) K«

“

”

“ ”»
“ ”»
b
173
” ” o«
N N
”
o
2”& ”
N N
N
B
b
9 .



’ o
1897 ) (2007¢:335) « ) “ 7
“ 2 “
o H
”
’ ° ’ H ’ ’ o
“
N ~ N ~ N ~ ’ ~ ~ ~ ~ s o
...... »
s o s
“ ” o« ”
) ) ’ ’ N
o (
>> y “ ”» “ ”0
“
’ ’ ’ ’
o N N ~ N N ~
N N N N N N N N
~ ~ ~ N ~ ’
) N . ( ,2007d:15) { )
“
’ ’ ’

7 ( ,2007d:103), 7 , N o
§ )« )] “ 7 2

. ( »1986:125) , ,

o

s “ ”\“ ”» . 1897

, . .1999) ) “
7 ) ., 1898 (1999a.
168) (<< > » : ) )
, R “society” .

1902 2 o ’

o« 4]



* 20152

’ o
’ ’
“ ” “
b b b
, 7 ( \ ,1960:250), “
b2ty ”» “ ”»
“ Society” s “ ”»
“ ”»
, ) (1903:63.65.68.71) {
>> “ ”» “ ” “ ” “
b
RPN M ), (1908:932) “society”
:“1, the relationship of men to one another when associated
in any way. , , ; companionship, , s fellowship
R . 2, a number of persons associated for mutual or joint
usefulness, pleasure,or profit, , , , ,
, ;as a literary society: . 3,the persons ,
collectively considered ,who live in any region or any period, ;
; . 4, Those who mutually give and receive formal
enterainments, , R 7, ,
“social” “ . . 7, 1916 ¢ »
“society” “ ) NN 7 5§ X¢ )
”»
’ ’
A 05
“ ” “ W ”
’ ~
“ W ”» “ ”»
’ hY o
,1903 ¢ »
<< >> ’ :“ ’
o b b b
o b o
b b b o
s . ( N ,1960:408—409)
5 :( -7 H),150 : 1979 .



§ Vi

”(
~

1960:75) «

N
D)
R ” (
“ ”
)
N
“
b

”\“ ”‘“ ”» . 1903 R
§ D
,1960:509) , s
« ” , 1901 « )
”( S 71960:51>o ’
» )] 2 . N
, 7 ( N ,
Vi . “
N ,1960:83)
“ ” . 1903 y <<
,1960:574—575), “ ” N

e 43 .



* 20152

1926

P
”(
”
N
“ 2]
«“ iali 9
soclalism
’
9w« ”
N ’
’
“ 9
«“
«“ ]

(1895)
”» R <<

o 44 .

. “Society

§

o

b

,1950:E

b
b
C
“society”
”»
“
“ ”

”(

1950

),

)

173

,2007:17)

X

b

”»

o

‘society”

o (1986:33)

”»

“

)



151D

309)

(

)

......

)

)

47—48)

. .
(1981:237—238)
, . ,2007d:170)
, 0”(
o , §
o (1986b:270)
»(1899)
( )
« » :“ ’
”( ’ 71981:7>’
o { ° ) ’ ’
’ o”( ’

» 1986 .
(1898)

”»

92007a;
)

b

(1999a.

(
,1993a.

o« 45



* 20152

(1981.

oo

“
’
’
’
’
’
D)

219)

,2003:27) s

(

(1998b:91)

b

. 46 o

”(

’

» 2

......

,2007b:383.390), s

“

b b

”»

’

,1998b.74),

”(

b
o
’
”»
o
”»
o (
’ ’
o ’
o b
...... R
b o
“
”»
b o
’ o
D)
’ ’

’

»1999a:431),



(1986:1388—1389) ( i “ v

, “animal-ethics” | “sub-human justice”
“human justice” . “ 7 7,
“ . ”6 .« . (
) ) (1986:1357) .* ( X »
o” << M >> ’ ’
)
7 4 . p) ,
:“ . ’ o”( b
1986 360,1279.1346—1347.1393) 4
» .
3
’ . ( ,2005:1)
“ ” ““ »
"‘ b o b o”( .

2007b:392) o7 )

o« AT o



* 20152

o (1999a:26—27) « »(1896) “ 7

’ ° ’ ’ H ’

b ’ o ’ o

(1999&93) << M >>(1896) :“ ’ 5

......

......

y (2009) s “ ”» “ ”»

“ ” “ »”
b o
(2008:38—39) . . “ 7
“ 9 “ 3 b 3 ’ 3 ) ¢ b ¢ )
’ ) Y Y Y Y
' 9 ¢ 3 ”»
Y b
.
“ ”» “ ”»
’ b
’ b
“ ”

e 48



4 ’

“
° ’ °
’ ’ ° ’

b o b

’ ’ H ’ °

2] “

o b

o s . ( ,1986:1347)

1986:1349) . NN
N . o 1886 {

>> R ““ ”»” :“ R o”(

2007e:107) ,

(2007b:383.390) 1893—1897 { )
”o “ ” << >> “

77 ( ,1998b: 74), “ ”
(1998b:460) s “ 7 s s



* 20152

N A b

(1999a:431)

’
N ’
”»
’ o ’
“
o
’ ’
o ( ,1999b.:671)
5
’ H ’
o ’
«
) )
( )
”»
o ’
o
N N
o
o
“ o
’ ’
7]
o
’ )
“ ”
’
’ ’
. 1895
’
”
’ °

(1998.211) ,

« 50 -

113
’
...... .
N ’ o
’
b o
’
“ ”»
o
b
“ ”»
’ ’
(1999b:694)
b
) 9 s
. 9
A}
“ ”»
’
“ ”»
N ~
“ »

§ bi “ N

b



”»
b
9 b
o
“ ”»
“ ”» “ »
b
o :
“ ”»
“ M ”»
soclety
“ »
’
NN
“ ”
9 Ay
“ ”»
9 A
b
”» “ ”»
o b
“ ” “ ”»
b
[ ”
A .
““ ”»
“ ”»
b
“ ”»
“ ”
“ ” W ”»
N
o
°

§ Yo

1931:18),

”(

51



* 20152

1893—1897 §

“ »
9 b N
’ ’ o
”»
o
’ o
“
”» “
o
b
1) ’
“
’ ’
......
b o
’ ’
o b b

555), (§ )

( ,2007D)

o
N N
o
. b
’ o
”» “
’
““ b ANTY ”» “ ”»
N ’
’

¢« 52

o

b

) (2007b:324)

( )

( )

(2005)

’

(



’ ’ o ’

. ( ,1998a.212) ,
, ¢ ,1998a:215) )

’ ’ ’ ~

“
’ ’ ’ ’

’ ’ N ”( 319983219)0 “

o s ’ ’
...... . . . . .
’ ’ s ’ o s ’
b o b o b ’ b
’ ’ ’ ”(

1998a:235) , , , s

’ ’ A S 2

_19 ) . H

o s ’

s ( , ,1993b:12—13),

“
’ ’

......



+ 20152

b
§ Vi
b
”»
“
H ’
’
b
”»
’
”»
b
o
”»

”»

o
” “
“ ”»
o
“
”»
ATy
N
”
b
“
’

(2009,

b
”»
“
“
”»

b
b
)
~
“
’
o
“ ”»
Ay
”»
”»
“
“
’
“ ”»
“
b



“ society” ’

’

b
.
“society”
.
’

.

““
.
“ i1 .
’
b
““ ’” «
° °
b
““ 9
’
o 4 .
b N .
’ . s
; ’ ;
’ b
2004:265) ; .
’ N R
’ ’

”»

’
“ ’”
”
”»
’
“
’
b
o
”» (
’
b
’



* 20152

s ) s ”( ,2004:266) ,
b b
“society” , .
b o
(References)
.1998. . — [M]. ,
.1996. [M]. : .
.1988. ¢ 7 [Jl. (6):74—178.
. 2009, M. : .
.1984. — LI (2):161—175.
. 1983. [M]. .
.1988. [J]. (6):79—90.
.1999. “ 7 [J]. (4):69—83.
.1932. ¢ H ML : .
. .. 1925, ( \“ 7 H[MI. .
. 2003, . : [J]. (1):22—26.
. 2002, [M].
.1982. [M]. N .
., . 1950. ( y[MI.
\ . . 2009. [M].
.1996. L1l (1):1—10.
. 2001. [M].
.2003. [(M]. ,
. 2010. : (M.
. L2011, ¢ 7~ V—
[J7. (35).
. 1981. [(M]. ,
.1992. , . :
.2007a. ( y[M]. R ,
. 2007, ( Yy[MI. . ,
. 2007c. ( Y[M]. . ,
. 2007d. ( Y[M]. N s
. 2007e. ( M. N .o
. 20071, ( M. . .
. 2007. M.
, .2001.20 . (M.
. N . 2008. [M].
.1999a. ( Y [M.

56 ¢



.1999b. ( y[M].
. 2006. 4 )
[J]. (2):323—351.
. 2007, (M.
.2013. “ 7 — [rl.
(4): 229—241.
\ . . 2005. . [M].
. .1993a. [(M].
. .1993b. (M]. :
, .1981. [(M]. ,
. . 2006. [M]. .
, . 2005. : (M. s
.1981. [(M]. , : .
.2011. [M]. .
. 1984, — [Jl. 4(6):57.
.1985. (1. 5(2):60—61.
.1998a. [(M]. , .
.1998b. ( y[MI. ,
.1903. [M].
. 2006, [M].
.2011. 4 ) (. (21 ):99—116.
. 1985. “ "], (2):240—249.
. 2005. . — 4 ) [M].
. 20009. “ 7 N [Gj// :
. . : .137.
. 2010. ( y[MI.
. . 2005. [M]. s
.2012. % ” [I]. (3):55—57.
. 1986. [M]. .o
.1908. (M. .
.2004. : (M.
. . 1964, M].
. 2004, [M].
. 2001. [M]. .
.2003. — N N LIl (5):15—24.
. 2006. (1895—1919)[M]. . . .
. . . 2006. [J]. (4):
186 —200.
.2003. (M. .
, . 1960. M.
.1931. [(M]. , :
.2000. (M.



