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No-Litigation, Anti-Litigation and Inhibition of Litigation
—— An Analysis of Chinese Traditional Litigation Culture from Approach of Sociology of Law
Guo Xinghua

Abstract: In traditional Chinese society, “no-litigation” ideal is the ultimate value of Chinese
ancient legal system. In order to realize this ideal, the country's elite try to restrain litigation by non-
institutionalized means, institutionalized means and semi- institutionalized means. Officials try their best
to prevent litigation in practice, they also publicize “litigation is harmful” to increase the moral cost.
What’s more, the Chinese traditional society installs restrictions on the subject and time making litigation
not an “always-available” method. During Ming and Qing Dynasties, civil mediation has become
inevitable stage of dispute settlement. Even though the strength changed in history, we still believe

“inhibition of litigation” is the main features of Chinese traditional culture of litigation.

Key word: culture of litigation, no-litigation, anti-litigation, litigiousness, inhibition of litigation
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