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Model “Grassroots Spirit” in the Practice of Grassroots Urbanization

ZHANG Ben—xiao

Abstract: Mr Zheng Hangsheng, my real mentor, devoted himself to the philosophical thinking of the-
oretical consciousness in Chinese sociology, empirical research and the efforts of methodological advocacy
and promotion, making inestimable and significant contributions to the innovation and development of Chi-
nese sociology, the whole Chinese academics and sociology in the world. While practicing his own creation
of “indomitable spirit” way of academic research, he found the realistic basis of “"theoretical conscious-
ness” for academic world, so that “theoretical consciousness” in sociology translated into concrete opera-
tional research path from the abstract thinking. Based on the field survey thinking, mentor gave full ap-
proval and the great encouragement to the new urbanization practice in Lin“an and constructive guidance
for the existing problems, which became an important driving force for the sustainable development of the
new urbanization in Lin“an city, also became a paradigm of my mentor in practicing “grassroots spirit”. Re-
gardless of advanced—age, mentor still sticked to work on the front lines of practice and led the team mem-
bers to adhere to all-weather field research. The rigorous style and research efforts charge at the head of
him are not only a valuable asset of his own team, but also establish a model for researchers in the field
of sociology, as well as all the contemporary Chinese researchers.

Key words: grassroots spirit; urbanization practice; field survey; model
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