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interests. This paper argues that modern freedom should be taken as the core idea of the
ideology of the successive reform, and the differential patten needs modern
transformation around the idea of modern freedom.

Neo-Historiography and the Formation of Early Chinese Social Science: A
study on Chen Fuchen’s theory of “minshi” -+« }Iou Jundan 152

Abstract; The birth of Chinese sociology was not only affected by the Western culture
( particularly during the period of the Hundred Days of Reform in 1898 ), but alse
shaped by the traditions rooted in the Chinese ancient thought and the structures of
Chinese society. Based on a review of inner history, this research takes Chen Fuchen’s
thought as an example to propose that those traditions embedded in Chinese local history
have prompted the birth of the early modern Chinese sociology. The author finds that the
traditional doctrine of practical-oriented method, popular among the scholars in Zhe
Jiang province during the middle of 19th century, had impacts on Chen’s idea of
“minshi”. Merging together the ideas of Yongjia, Mind study ( xinxue) and the
historiography of Zhang Xuecheng, Chen endowed the value of traditional Confucianism
with a new explanation. In addition, he reconstructed the shape of traditional
historiography based on the instructive ideas of positive historiography of Henry Thomas
Buckle and empirical philosophy, and proposed a system of theory of social science.
The author argues that Chen not only put forward a theory of human nature to respond to
the requests of social reconstructions after the Taiping Rebellion in the middle of 19th
century, but also tried to propose a constitutional agenda to resolve the political crises in
the late Imperial China. In a word, the idea of “minshi” marked a milestone of the

history of Chinese sociology and expressed the traditional Chinese literati’s political
ideal.

Taste, Reflection and Body: Rousseau on the relationship between moeurs

and the modern individual «-eserevrreererereienianen Zhang Guowang 177

Abstract: Emile Durkheim regarded Rousseau as an important source of medern social
theory because of Rousseau’s finding that the social order is “sui generis”. However,
based on the double features of “moeurs” , we should examine the complex relationship
between individuals and moeurs in the context of modern society. In “Discourse on the
Sciences and Arts”, Rousseau showed his thoughts on this issue in a critical and
warning way. Rousseau revealed that moeurs would face crisis when it lost the support of
the modern individual’s spirit,\ at the same time, this crisis was also a crisis of the
modem individual itself.
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