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An Analysis of Current Status and Causes of Autonomy Consciousness

of Farmers and Herdsmen in Tibet: A Case Study in M Village
WANG Yan-zhi

Abstract: As an important example of the implementation of The Organic Law of the Villagers Com-
mittees in minority nationality regions in China, the development of democracy at the farming and stock—
breeding areas in Tibet bears special social and political significance. Targeting the self—governing con-
sciousness of farmers and herdsmen, this paper is based on the author’s deliberated survey, interviews
and discussions in M Village at Ali of Tibet during his participation in various village affairs. It is found
out that, due to their special life and work style, the harsh natural environment, the overwhelming reli-
gious atmosphere as well as the regulation of special administrative environment and objectives, the self—
governing consciousness of the local farmers and herdsmen is growing very slowly. Such slow progress hin-
ders the operation of the villagers’ self-governing system and the improvement of local democracy, which
exerts negative impact not only on the change of the farmers’ and herdsmen’s thoughts and values, but al-
so on the modernization of the local areas in minority nationality regions.

Key words: Tibet; farmers and herdsmen; autonomy consciousness
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