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The Social Origins of Chronic Diseases in Rural China:
An Ethnographic Case Study in a Northern Village

HUAN Jiani
( School of Sociology Beijing University of Science and Technology Beijing 100083 China)

Abstract: Chronic Diseases have become the major public health in rural China. Field data from a north China village
shows like professional people the villagers are clearly aware that the rise of chronic diseases in rural China is the result
of social transformation which is closely connected with the structural factors such as the improvement of living condi—
tions the higher life expectancy of villagers the emergency of food safety problem and the progress of medical technology.
Therefore the intervention of chronic diseases could not resort only to health sectors it should get supports from other sec—
tors such as agriculture environment food and drug administration civil affairs human resources and social security.
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