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Legalization of Social Governance System: Trend, Issues and Rethinking
ZHU Jingwen

Abstract: Since the reform and opening up, law has played more and more important role in govern-
ing society, so that legalization of social governance has already become an obvious tendency in China. How-
ever, the legalization needs a cost, not only including complete laws, but also cost in law—enforcing. The le-
galization of social governance is premised on the qualified legal workers as well as more investment on the
legal affairs by government and individuals. No doubt that the legalization increases the efficiency of social
governance, however, along with more and more cases rush into courts so that courts can’t bear so much case-
load, the original way to regulate disputes, the people’s mediation becomes weaken. Because of judicial cor-
ruption, difficult enforcement and etc., the judicial credibility of courts is seriously challenged. The construc-
tion of social governance system in China should bravely face the issue and sum up the experience and les-
sons. Even so, the role of law in social governance should be fully played, in which three factors, namely,
leadership of the CCP, leading role of the government, and playing role of every social positive factors in
governing society, should be organically integrated in order to find an innovative way of social governance.

Key words: social governance; legalization; cost of legalization; pluralism
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