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The Rural — Born College Educated and Their Career Chances:

Findings from the Chinese General Social Survey
BIAN Yanjie XIAO Yang
( Institute for Empirical Social Science Research Xi“an Jiaotong University Shaanxi 710049)

Abstract This paper classifies China’s urban labor force into six categories through which to examine the roles of birth—

place hukou and college education in an individual’s career chances. The analysis of CGSS2010 dataset shows that( 1)

when rural — born individuals gain both urban hukou and college education they begin to enjoy an equal treatment in the

attainment of workplace occupation and wage statuses as the college educated urbanites; ( 2) when a rural — to — urban

hukou transfer does not occur the rural — born college educated experience fewer chances in the status attainments as meas—

ured above than the college educated urbanites; ( 3) among the less — than — college educated hukou transfer makes the

same effects on rural — born workers as compared to the urbanites with the equal atiributes. This paper creatively develops

the six — category scheme in urban China and has guided an empirical analysis to clearly for the first time in research dif-

ferentiate the roles of birthplace hukou transfer and college education in occupational and income attainments.
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