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Doubts about the viewpoints in Professor Liu Linping’s Counterfactual
problems control variables and text
WU Su —ran
In his paper Counterfactual problems control variables and text: Reflections on quantitative studies Professor Liu Linping argues that
because of neglecting the counterfactual problems which must be resolved by involving control variables qualitative social research
featured by “poetic language” and “case study” has some fundamental methodological flaws. However this paper argues that Lius
negative comments on qualitative research are based on vague definitions of some critical concepts and on a circular argument of a

particular conceptual framework. In the social research the qualitative methods are not inferior to quantitative methods.



