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Good Governance and Legitimacy

YAO Da-zhi
(School of Philosophy and Sociology, Jilin University, Changchun, Jilin 130012)

Abstract: According to traditional political philosophy, the legitimacy of governments is based on dem-
ocratic politics or principle of fairness. Good governance, the paper proposes, is another type of legiti-
macy. Such a conception of legitimacy challenges the traditional theory of legitimacy: on the one hand,
not all governments established by democracy are fully legitimate, as they may not be in consistent
with the requirements of good governance; on the other hand, governments that are not established by
democracy can also have legitimacy to some degree, as they meet the requirements of good governance.
The paper assumes that a government is fully and adequately legitimate only when it is both agreed by
the people and meets the requirements of good governance.
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