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Differences—seeking Approach in Qualitative Method

and Its Theoretical Foundation

BAO Yu, PAN Sui-ming

Abstract: Differences—seeking Approach is qualitative research method aiming at presenting and ex-
plaining the internal differences of a social phenomenon. Based on the postmodernism social theory, re-
searchers use Differences—seeking Approach to present the differences of a social phenomenon, and take
the subjective construction meanings of the individuals as the sources of diversity. These characteristics of
the approach require researchers to pursue the diversified understandings of a social phenomenon among
different individuals and to make the subjectively narrative materials categorizing and theorizing, in order
to have sufficiently interpretive understanding of the social phenomenon.

Key words: differences—seeking approach; understanding; subjective construction; categorizing; theo-
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