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Theoretical Development of Rural Political Studies

HAN Peng-yun
( Faculty of Humanities&Social Sciences Nanjing Forestry University NanJing 210037 China)

Abstract: The upsurge of rural political studies is triggered by the collision of politics and rural issues.
Viewing from the historical development the content of rural political studies has experienced a journey
from “township governance and villagers autonomy” to “politics of rural areas” and the paradigm of rural
political studies has converted from institutionalism to “state-society”. Controversies have always existed
on the policy direction of state building and different trends require communication to seek rural political
study breakthrough. The purpose is to further tap knowledge of sociology and embrace a new research

boom of rural political studies.

Key Words: rural political studies; villager autonomy; state building; infrastructure power; rural gov—

ernance power



