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Sense of Community and Its Significance to Community Governance:

Based on the Community H and Community Y in Tianjin, China

WANG Chuhui ZHU Yanlong

Abstract: The further development and transformation of the society affect every aspect of China, es-
pecially for the grassroots community in urban areas. That has given rise to a growing number of social or-
ganizations participating in the practice of community construction, which is a nationwide social planning
conducted in 1990s, at the same time, this also provides the main basis for the transition from the commu-
nity construction to community governance. In the previous studies, most scholars paid more attention to
the power logic behind the national and social interaction or macro level during the process of this social
planning, while ignoring the microscopic aspects, such as the interests, action logic and "subjective feel-
ing" of the participants. In view of that, this paper insists the ideal "the transition from community con-
struction to community governance, the care from macro discussion to microscopic concerning", research-
ing sense of community, which is a relatively mature field in the western academia, discusses the real
state of that in the grassroots community in urban areas and analyzes the causes behind that by the way of
field survey. On this basis, we then explores the significance and value of this sense of community for the
future community governance in China.

Key words: community construction; community governance; sense of community; mechanism; signifi-

cance
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