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Plural Trades between Feather and Sugar: The Theoretical

Inspiration of Yiwu, Zhejiang Experience

LIU Cheng-bin

Abstract: The phenomenon of exchange between feathers and sugar as a focal point is analyzed in
the paper. The order of this paper is to indicate the complex action as the basis for the formation of Yiwu
commercial cultural heritage. Those peasant businessmen chose the chicken feather for sugar because of
their small capital. Due to the threshold is so low that the management subject is numerous and full substi-
tutability, the low profit is formed with the avocation of household sideline production. For large—scale and
continuous operation, the pursuit of repeat is formed to achieve “turnover”. Those businessmen of Yiwu ac-
cumulated economic capital, human capital, social capital through this pattern of “complex action”. Feath-
er trade is so small that it’s incentive for the pattern of complex action with the characteristics of limited
desire and low rationality. The trading customers are so many that it’s feasible for this pattern. The habit
of practice and regional culture is formed in Yiwu. The topic of “complex action” is important in ethical
for restructuring the mind of commercial operations, for establishing a stable and sustainable commercial
order especially in preventing short—term behaviors.

Key words: complex action; trade between feather and sugar; Yiwu pattern

(FrAE 2 48 - KM

- 57 -



