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How Liang Shuming Reconstruct Bertrand Russell’s Philosophy
in Confucian Way
Gu Hongliang

Abstract: Reading Bertrand Russell’s Principles of Social Reconstruction, LLiang Shuming began to put
B. Russell’s philosophy in the Confucian context. It includes three steps. The first step is that Liang
Shuming regarded B. Russell as a fellow Confucianist. The second step is that he absorbed B. Russell’s
theory of impulse which shates similarities with Confucian doctrine of benevolence (ren, “/=" ). The third
step is that Liang Shuming paid more attention on B. Russell’s theory of spirit and reconstructed it to
Confucian theory of impersonal feeling. Liang Shuming interpreted B. Russell’s philosophy in Confucian
way and make it to be the inner element of modern new Confucian movement and part of philosophy
discourses in modern China. On this context, B. Russell is not only a passing traveler, but also a major

player in the history of modern Chinese philosophy.

Key word: human mind, impersonal feeling, impulse, to become Confucian, Principles of Social

Reconstruction
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