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The characteristics and consequences of social cultural values in two levels
Gao Wenjun
( Institute of Sociology Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732  China)
Abstract: This study examined the social cultural value between areas from two levels of "what should be"
and "what is/what are" using the approach of socio-ecological psychology and intersubjective theory. 1432
residents from Farms in Heilongjiang and Shenzhen were recruited to complete a battery of questionnaires. The
results showed that: (a) Social cultural values are different between areas with different models of economic
development. Residents in Farms exhibited stronger collectivism and humane orientation. ( b) Social cultural
values are different between " what should be" and " what is/ what are" levels to be more specific people
believed that a society should emphasize the equality of power and human concern; however the social reality
is reversed. ( c) Both levels of social cultural values independently impacted components of social mentality
such as satisfaction with life social trust fairness perception and security perception. The value of collectiv—
ism and the perception of actual humane orientation influence the social mentality positively while the percep—
tion of actual inequality of power influence the social mentality negatively.
Key words: social cultural value socio — ecological psychology intersubjective theory
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