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ABSTRACTS

family levels. Two significant events, Deng Xiaoping’s talks given in his inspection
tour of southern China in 1992 and China’s joining the WTO in 2001, are taken as
exogenous variables for this calculation. We find that the effect on income variations
of opening up to the outside world changes from one period to another, and is totally
different in urban and rural areas. In the first stage of opening up following Deng
Xiaoping’ s talks, the gap between overall incomes and urban incomes decreased to
some extent. In the second stage, after China joined the WTO, the effect of opening
up on the disparity between overall incomes is not significant. The latter event resul-
ted in a greater gap between high income earners and middle income earners in urban
areas, but it also brought about an increase in the incomes of rural dwellers, and thus

to a certain extent curtailed the widening of gaps in overall income.

(3) Land Collectivization and the Structural Transition of Traditional Rural Families
Wang Tianfu, Wang Fei, Tang Youcai et al. * 41 +

We use oral history materials from elderly rural people aged over seventy to ana-
lyze rural family production and living conditions prior to collectivization in the mid-
1950s; during collectivization from the 1950s to the 1970s; and under the household
contract responsibility system of the late 1970s. We find that the transition from the
traditional family to the nuclear family was not the result of industrialization in the
traditional Western sense. As an early industrialization strategy of the state after
1949, rural collectivization fundamentally changed the organizing pattern of tradition-
al family production and living conditions and of inter-generational relations and
structure under the patriarchal system, and in addition started the historical course of
structural transition in the family. This explanation differs from the classical “theory

of modernization” of family change.

(4) Research on the Assimilation of the Floating Population in China
Yang Juhua + 61

On the basis of our analysis of individual and community data from the 2013 survey
of the assimilation of the floating population, we can draw the following conclusions.
Measured on the four dimensions of economic integration, social adaptation, cultural
acquisition, and psychological identity, we find that the general level of social assimi-
lation of the floating population is about normal, but it differs quite considerably
among the four dimensions. Due to institutional obstacles and structural exclusion,

the process of economic and social assimilation lags far behind cultural and psychological
- 203 -



