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The Micro—Mechanism of the Long—Term Existence of Chinese
Migrant Workers: The Explanatory Power of the Lifestyle Theory

XU Fa-yin

( Institute of Sociology Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732)

Abstract: Different from other countries in the past more than three decades the industrialization and ur—
banization in China have produced a group of rural—urban migrant workers characterized by their dagong lifes—
tyle. Though the social transformation perspective and the social movement perspective consider Chinese mi—
grant workers as a transient phenomenon this group of people has existed for more than three decades and its
number has been increasing continuously. Lifestyle theory can explain the long—term existence and the increas—
ing number of Chinese migrant workers at the micro level. First based on their motivations Chinese migrant
workers tend to accept the dagong lifestyle. Second Chinese migrant workers” motivations and attitudes toward
the dagong lifestyle are shaped by their living conditions. Therefore the lifestyle theory indicates that the mi—
cro—mechanism of the long—term existence of Chinese migrant workers is the mutual constitution between their
motivations and attitudes on the one hand and their living conditions on the other. Finally the explanation of
the long—term existence of Chinese migrant workers also illustrates the explanatory power of the lifestyle theo—
ry and thus extends the theoretical content and empirical application of the lifestyle theory.

Key words: Chinese migrant workers; Dagong; lifestyle; lifestyle theory.
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