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In the Name of Governance: The Social Turn and

Modern Significance of Foucault’s Governance Theory
Cui Yueqin, Wang Jiayuan

Abstract: Foucault’s governance theory is a great source of reference for our discussion of China’s current gover-
nance practice. Foucault took governance as a technique of power in the field of politics and governmentality was its un-
derlying rationality. He believed that governance was related to the history of modern countries. Governance was the
governing of people, and governmentality first appeared as the rationality of a nation, with the growth of national power
as its central concern. As the country’ s population became the subject of governance, governance reestablished a new
type of rationality and witnessed its own social turn. After the Third Plenary Session of the 18th Central Committee of
the CPC, to promote the modernization of national governance system and governance ability has become crucial objec-
tive of the deepening of China’s reform. As a result, it is of great necessity for us to further explore the construction of
governance system and governance ability from the perspective of the very nature of governance.
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