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Getting Settled Down: Land Transactions and Home Reconstruction of Miao Ethnic Groups in Yang-

jlang as Hired Farmers 191
Wen Shixian

Abstract: In traditional agricultural society, the village is a stable community. In order for the villagers to have
exclusive entitlement to the village resources, immigration from outside is strictly limited. In the last two de-
cades of the 20th century, the heavy duty of public grain quota tied to the lands became a true burden to the
farmers. Those villages which did not have enough hands to work the lands had to hire outside labor. Under
such circumstances, the Miao ethnic groups in the mountainous areas of Yunnan moved to the villages in Yang-
jilang to become hired farmers. As they acquired the right to land farming, they managed to settle down in the
newly adopted villages through purchasing lands and old houses. This paper argues that under the joint impact
of urbanization and the land policies, the right of settlement in a newly adopted village has become a market-
able commodity, providing immigrants from other places with the opportunity to settle down in their new
home. The Miao ethnic groups did not act passively under the pressure of survival, rather they reconstructed

their own social network and survival space in the course of settlement.

Keywords: the Miao ethnic group, hired farmer, land transactions, settlement right
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Social Background and Field Research: Changed and Unchanged Approaches to Red Light Districts
in Transitional China (1999-2015) 206

Huang Yingying

Abstract: With rapid social changes and lack of trust in current Chinese transitional society, there is increasing
cautiousness and sensitivity to “being studied” among potential research subjects. How could we as researchers
figure out better approaches under the changing social context? What’s the relationship between social and po-
litical background and the concrete research process in social science? Based on multisited fieldwork on red-
light districts in China from 1999-2015, this paper uses different models of “entering the field” as the point of de-
parture to discuss and reflect on the relationship between social-political context, funding background, and the
practical research process, especially when it comes to research among marginalized groups. It describes and
compares three entry models: self- exploratory model in pre- AIDS era (1999-2002) , China Disease Control
health system as the key reference model in AIDS era (2002-2010) , and grassroots groups as the key reference in
post-AIDs era (2010-2015). The advantages and disadvantages of these three models are analyzed in terms of re-

search quality and research independence.

Keywords: red-light district, boundary of the field, research process, methodology, research independence
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