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Modernization of Social Governance:

A Transfer from Political Narrative to Life Practice

ZHAO Meng-ying
(School of Sociology, Beijing Normal University, Beijing, 100875, PRC)

[ Abstract] The terms of social governance and modernization of social governance have been legitimated by
being used in political narrative, but the legitimacy remains in the stage of ideologies up to now. The real
intention of those who have proposed the term is to reflex the contemporary practical problems in Chinese
society. Therefore, it is the present task to establish the term legitimacy in the realistic life through the
life practice itself, which requires the social governance practice to be transferred from political narrative
to life practice. It is the critical path of the transfer that an intermediate design which is different from the
top design and the bottom design. The design of governance mechanism is based on the idea of “the good
governance”. The governance mechanism consists of four basic components, including the rational
government-leading mechanism, the legal principal-agent mechanism, the limited responsibility-sharing
mechanism and the sustainable motivation mechanism. The realization of “the good governance” in life
practice is the completion of the modernization of social governance, and its main sign is the formation of
the rational relation structure of governance subjects.

[ Key words | modernization of social governance; social governance mechanism; relationship among social

governance subjects
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