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Abstract: In Chinese history, the power relationship between the central and
local government has undergone perennial and critical changes. These changes
have given rise to three questions: First, why did some dynasties adopt feudalism
early on, only to curtail local authority in times of stability Second, why did
the Yuan and Ming dynasty employ a native chieftain system, while the Qing
dynasty struggled to bureaucratize the native officers in ethnic minority areas
Third, why were the dynasties of the Han ethnicity so hesitant to set up a
provincial government, but nomadic societies did not view this as a dillemma
Furthermore, why was the ethnically Han Qing dynasty able to break down
these contradictions and create a stable provincial government and provincial
state This paper demonstrates that these changes can be explained by the
propensity of the rulers to minimize the ruling risks and the constraints they
encountered. Specifically, the ruler’s decision to centralize or decentralize
power was constrained by certain challenges, such as fiscal and administrative
costs, military technology and political competition. These constraints impelled
the ruling class to deviate from the system of prefectures and counties. Under
these circumstances, the central government had to endure relatively higher
social risks and risks of delegating power. The central government, however,
would reduce social and delegate risks so long as constraints were loosened,
which triggered the evolution of the power structure between the central and
local government. Another potential driving force behind the changes of power
structure came from the dynamic between social and agency risks. When the
social risks or agency risks increased, the central government would readjust the
centralization and decentralization of power among different government levels
to control the rising risks.

Keywords: centralization, decentralization, administrative cost, rising risks, the

system of prefectures and counties

’ o s

(2011) “ 7



s (2011) (2014)
, ( )
(2011,2012,2013,2016) (2008,2014)
,2008,2014; ,2011,2012,2013,2016),

(2011,2012) ,

“ 7 ” ° (2014) s

“ ”»
’ o b

1. (2014) — 7,



+ 2017 « 3

, (Cai, 2008;
2011,2014;Hess,2013; N ,2013),

“ ”»
o
“ ”
’
9 b b
b 9 ’ 9
’ ’
“ ”»
o b b
N N Ay ’
’ o
“ ”» “ 2 “ 2
o (201D (2010
b b
b
“ ”»
o
’

b b

o 9 ’

, ( . ,2013);

( ,2014)

s ( N ,2013), s

(2013) “ 7



”»
b
“
’ o
b
“ 9
° b
b
b
b
. ,2013;
b
( .2005) .
b
“
“ 9
b
N ’
““ 99
’ b
(Hess, 2013)
’ " . 1980
(Hess, 2013) ,
) 20 80
20

s



+ 2017 « 3

b

o (2011,2012)

”) .
( ) [ 2

”

”»
9
”» “
b
b
”

(Bueno de Mesguita, er al. , 2003:19 — 35; Schedler, 2009 ;

Hess,2013) ,3

’ Y
b A}
“
b
“ ”»
b o
’
4
. b
N b

3. o
4, (Kaufman, 1988) .* ,
(field officials) s

o



’ ’ ( ’
1998:89), ; ’
’
°
o b
“
b o ’
”»
)
s ’ s
o
“ ”» “ ”

(Zhao, 2015.:24—28),

¢ )
1.
(D
o (Bueno de Mesguita, et al. , 2003; Bueno de
Mesguita and Smith,2011) , “ ”
(the selecteorate theory) ,
. , “ ” (the



+ 2017 « 3

nominal selectorate group) , ,

( ) . .
”(the real selectorate group) ,
”(the winning coalition) ,

(Bueno de Mesguita, et al. ,

2003) , ,
“
o b b
”» “ ”» “ ”
’ o ’ >
“ ” “ ”»
b
o
b b
o
“ ”
Y Y b
“ ”» “ ”»
b
“ ”
H 0
“ » “ ”»
o
b
“ 9 ”» “ ”»
b
“ » “ ” “
b b
”»
o
o b
’ o
o
(2)
b
b b
. (Galtung,1971) (Motyl, 2001) “
”»
o b
(peripheral elites) , . ,
b b



2.
7, U (Chandler, 1962; Williamson,
1996 ; Cooley,2005) , , ,
(totalitarian states) ,

(MOtyla200l) o

b ( Y b
2014.22—26),
”(Landry,2008; Xu,2011;Hess,2013),
“ , ”( ’2011)0 “
(Motyl, 2001 ,2014),
, , “ 7 ( ,2002; ,2005;
Edwards,2009),



+ 2017 « 3

( ,2014.314—327),

N




“
’

Mesguita and Smith,2011),

o

’

b ’
o
o
” “ ”»
7 (Mesguita, et al. , 2003;
N
b
o o
b
o b
.
) , “ ”

(Mesguita,

et al. » 2003; North and Weingast, 2009; Mesguita and Smith,2011),

“

”
o

,2011) ,

e 11 -



+ 2017 « 3

b

(Hess,2013), ,

(D
(2)

(@Y)
(2

(D
(2)




1.
@Y)

o

13



+ 2017 « 3

(2)

(3

14 -

o



’
’
° .
’
°
’
°
H
“ ”
« ”
°
°
’
’
. s

”»



+ 2017 « 3

@y

(2)

’
’
’
’
’
b
’



o
’
’
Al
2”&
o
o
’
“
b
~
N N

”»

”»

,2005) »

o
b
’
”»
“ ”
’
“
b
”»
b
”»
’
“ ”»
’
b

17



+ 2017 « 3

’ ’ ’
o ’ :
b b b Y
N N ;7 ’ ’ ’ ’
N ’ 08

8. , , — .
2005:53—55), s , . 1315
, ( ) , ¢ 20 )



IO M.

( 24, o ,
o) B
, 13 ,
,13 13 N . ,
27 , “
) , o s (605 ),
* 7 (755 763 ) . 328
1500 o 7 s 40 50
() , .
( ( )

”y

1426




+ 2017 « 3

.20 -

C D
( Lo ( N
) ( I ( ). 1673,
; ‘ 7 . 1681 .ot
)
{ b ( ,1985; +1990;
,1992; »1998; R +1992)
M »2004) ( ) » 2005) .
) »2012) D »2003) DA ,
2000) ¢ DI¢ »2008) .( DI¢ ,2003)  (
) ( ,2003),
b o ’ 2
’ ’ o b
s b
9
’ o b
“ ”
) b b 2
b 9 o ’
b 9
25 o b b Y b
b ’
, ( »2002:10—30; » 2005
42—51),
o b N
« 18 H
1317
( .1998:526—528) , , .
9. ( 180 ) . . (



. , 30
4 ’ ’ 4 o ’
’ b ( ~
.1992.283.397—398; . .2003:131—132)
(1673 ). ,
, 1673 11 21 .
i 1681 10 .
“ ” ( ,2003:559—573) .
2 . ““ ”»” “ ”»”
“ ” s “ ”» s (
,2012:11—17.21—28); , “ ” .
b ’ ° (
1944.3—10; .1998.2—3; .2005.364—381),10
. ( .1944.158—178;
,1998.41—102)
10 4 » 855

( ,1998:26,109—110),

o« 2] o



+ 2017 « 3

(D

,1944.42) 12

H ~ ~ .

, ( ,1944.20—22),
134—137) , , 1111

455 «( ), 656
13

’ °
’ ’
’ ° ’
11. N N N s
12.
1944:8—9), “ 7
( ,1944),
13 § ) . 1 (@Y
. ; . ; . 5(2) s 3
7(3) H ’ H ’ 3 ,(4)
; , 5(5) . ; , . 2



”(

(

b

,1944.,28—29; ,2012.146—150) 15

b b

“ ”»

( »1998:16)

’ ’
“
’ Y ’
, 7 ( ,1944:42), ,
“ 7 (2014) “ ” .
(2) « ”
2 ’ b b
. . ( ,1944.38—42),
, (1726 ) , “ » 16
“ ”»
. ’
17
2 ~ Y b o ’
14. s s
( .1944.22),
7, B s ( ,1998:15),
15. B B H
s ( .2012:148—150),
16 . ” o ”
s s ( ,1998:31—33),
(1726 ) N N N ’
“ ”( 1998:37—41),
17. (1998.:59) 220 (
) . 15 . 17 . 10 B 69 . 109
s . . . s W (

. 23 .

’



( ,1998:104—105), , 400
( N ) ,
( ,2012.188),
3.
9 b (
2005), , ,
( ,1977),
(D
4 o ’
( ) , ,
, . , 14
( .42 ,10 27« ,1998:60,103—106) ,

. 24 .



) ’ °
2 b 2 b
4;
— )
(G
( ) NN NN
( )
:( ) ( , 2005:81),
(2)
b b b
o ’ b
Y o b
’ b o
o ’
, 100 , 1 500 18
, 14 ,
19
. . .
Y o ’
. ’ o
18. . 103 (19 84 ). 1 587 ( ,2005:47) ,
19. . 13 o



+ 2017 « 3

o ( 639 ), 358
,2005:65_66)0 ]
020 ’ ’
) (
( ,1990.:704—708;
021 ’
)\ ( PR
( )
, ( )
2005:71),
20. s 300
,2005:66)
21. s s
, o (111 >, 243
(1122 ), 243, 38 , 52 , 4

¢« 26

, 1551 (
300
(
N )
40 ,
,2005:67—70),
300 , 1 200
( ,
. (
s 19 . 50 , 3
1210 < ,2005:113—114),



o ’ ’
a“ ’ H ’ ”(<< *
Mo
’ ’ )
N N ° ’ ’
22
o o ’
(1425—1435) s s s
) ’ N
23
N ’ ° ’ ’
24
’ ’ o
22. (1376 ). , .
( ,2005:128.187),
23. s o s
: (1421 ), s
; (1425 ), s
, ; (1430 ), N ,
( ,1995),
5 , s NN ( ,1963:5),
24, . , (1430 ),
N N N . (1435 ) (1447
) (1435 ) (1436 ) s
N N N N N o , (1439 ), N
N . s (1447 N o
(1449 ) (1458 ). (1449 ) (1450 ),
N o , (1450 ), R
, (1507 ) (1510 >,
(1510 ), , o s
s N N s ( 51995:6—17.166—176) , ( )

.« 27 .



+ 2017 « 3

( . b ’ ’
b )’
( ,1987; ,1996.3—11) .25
(3)
( ,1977:1—3.249),
, L ( ,2007:799.806—810) ,26
( ,2007:810—815) .27 .
, ( ,1977.18 —
21),28 . . “
( ) s
B B N B ( ,1996:130—146)
25 36 B
( ,1995:318),
26. : N N
N ( ,2007:806—810),
27. N N N
( ,2007:810—815),
28.
( ,1977:18—21),

¢« 28



N

,1977.32—

42),

’ b
“ ”»”
. .’ .
( “ ”)
’ A A}
o29<< o ) “ s , R
7,4 ) \ \ \ \ . ”
( .2011:924.930—931)., ,
. ( ,2011,1—2),30
2
. o b
18 . .
31
o b
“ ”» “
° b b b
”»”
b ’ o ’
“
. b ’ ’
, , ”( ,1963.96—99),32
29. N N N N N
( ,2011:1—2),
30. B
s s ( , 1977 .
179—180, 239—240; .2011:666,930—932),
31. N s B .
, o 15 3 .
s 8 s R N R N . N o ,
8 18 N N ’ (1884 )
(1885 ), B o (1906
) N N B ( ,2005:192—193),
32. s
. s s , (

1963:96—99),

. 29 .



+ 2017 « 3

33
34

”

”

34.

30

’

,1963:203—205),

,2011),

(

”»
’

,2001:1—21),

”»

”»

”»

”»



b
’
o
b b
b
”
o
“ ”» “
”
b
“ ”
’
“
o ’
“ ” o«
o ’
b
“ ”
’
b
“ ”
’
”»
’
”»
o
(2014) “
”»
o 1)
“ ”»
’ b
’
“
b
’
b
o ’
’
o

”»

”»

31



+ 2017 « 3

« » o«
’
’
’
o
N
« ”
”
« 9
°
. ’
’
H
o ’
’
’
) :
“
’ H
M )
H
’
’
35 ) W s

’
“
L4
)
’
147,

» 35

7



’
° 9
2 ’
b
b
o
o
b
2 b
b
’
’
o
b
b
2 ’
» “

’ (

”

( “
,2012:153—156),

”>, ,

33



+ 2017 « 3

36

o
173
N
b
’
”»
“
o

,1944:159—160),

’
”»
b
“ ”
b b b
( ) “
’ ’
b o
o b
“
b
“ ”
b
» 37
’ ’ o
...... )
b ’
. M (
b
(
“ ”»
b
“ ”»
b
’
36. 1 (
7 ( ,1998:35),
37.
)6 s (1439 ),

’

,1998:34)

)



’

”»

,2012:150—153),
,1998:35),

( ,1998:36),
038“
(
”(
« ”
(1) ( )
;(3)
( ,1944.14)
38. s
“ ( )
39. *
40.  « »

o

39

b

(1944.14)

(

’

;(2)

b

b

“

o

.1944,32—35) ,40

b

,1998:23) .

”(

”(

’

,1944:6)

s

,2012:160)

”»



+ 2017 « 3

H ’

42*48)0 ’ .

21,

48 11« ,1968

b
“ ”( . . .
s ““ ”(
) ( ,1944.167),
o b b
“ ”
2 b b
b ’
b
”»
b
“ ”» “
b b
41. . L4
» )
( ,1968:173—174;

. 36 .

,1944:32—38;

H

,1998:31),

b

:179—204),

’
)
”»
)
)
’
«
’
’
”
, 7
,1998:19),



’ ’ ( ,1998:51—52),
b o ,
’ ’ ( ,1968:48—49),
b
’ o
42
o )
b Iy ,
] s i )
’ o
o (1998:42—48)
“ ”
9 N ,
“ I
o , ) ’
’ b
“ 9 .
o ) ’
» 43
o ’
b 0y .
42, . S
’ ’ ’ : 7
» ). . ’ .
7 (( ) ),
43 , 15 ’ ’
’ ( ,1998.44),

« 37



+ 2017 « 3

“
“
’
’
b
’
’
b
o
’
“
’

”

44

’

,1998:51—52),



’ b o
b
( ) o
(1260—1368), 69 ,318
s 5 6,
5. N
N (
)
[ 24 14 28 66 3 69
%) 34.8 20. 3 40. 6 95.7 4.3 100.0
(1977:151),
6:
(
)
(G 45 49 167 261 57 318
(%) 14.2 16.3 51.6 82.1 17.9 100. 0
(1977:151),
5 6 s
’ 5 ’
17.9%.,
7 s , s
b ’ b
b o
o b
. o ’
(1799—1820) s o ,

e« 30 o



+ 2017 « 3

. . . . 207 , ,
132, 64%., , , ( )
136 , 41, 30%.
7 ( )
( IGED) )
14 18 8 8
18 37 23 18
13 15 16 12
30 62 37 10
18 12 20 3
27 11 7 1
14 6 17 5
23 3 12 2
12 5 22 6
1 4 1 0
170 173 163 65
( ) ,1963) ”
o .’ ’
’
, \ 150 “
”»
’ ’ o
’ o
’ Y N b b b b
b b b
o b b
, ( R ,1985.125 —
136),4° . .
b o b b
45. 1795 . N . 1806 . 1786 B
s N N N . 1796 .
B N N . 1813 R
“ ” N N . 1820 1830
s (
N ,1985:125—136),

« 40 o



, 5 , 4 .
1 o ,
’ o
.’ b o
’ .
’ ’
b
b o
2 ’ o
“ ”
.’
. .
b ’
( ,1991.55—57)
“
o 2
” ( ,1991.:104—106) .46
( ) ( ) .
47
’ o b
( ,2004.142—144) ,48 , ,
’ .
46. (1449 ) B 50 .
N . “ 7 ( ,1991:110—111),
47. (1568 ), N . s
N B 2700 1080
B 32 400 . 4 320 21.6 B 2 700 . B
432 432, 180 . 432 . ( )432 s 60
5 2604 128 256 ( ,1991:181—183),
48. (1626 ), s “ 7, 12
( ,1991:228—229),

o 41 .



+ 2017 « 3

1991404 —406) ,49

’

’
’

o ’

’ °

~
)
’
« ” “
’
’
’
’
(
’
» o« ”
“ ”
’
“
’
49. (1866 ),
s 5
144 16 4 (

’
’
’
”
)
)
° ’
«
’
“ ”
”
17,
500
,1991:404),

99 &

15 000
48

’

s



“ ” “ ” “ ”
’ b
“ ”»
b b
b
“ ”
b
’“ ” s
b o
’ b N
’
2
b ’
“ ”
o b
b b
(References)
s . 2004, [M]. .
.2011. [yl (1):1—40.
. 2014, [yl. 34(6) :52—69.
N N . 2014, —
[y (3):30—55.
. .2013. —
[l. (1) :182—205.
. 2000. (M. :
. 2003. [M]. .
. 1990. [M]. :
\ . 1992, [M]. : .
. 1977. [D]. . ”
. . 1985. [M].
, < E. 2014. (M. . ,
R . 1998. [M].
. 1963. M.
. 2012, (M.
. 2008. [M]. .
. 2011, : [M].

o 43 o



+ 2017 « 3

. 2001.

. 1996.

. 1998.

. 2011.

. . 2003.
. 1998.
. 2004.

N . 1992,

N . 2003.
. 1944,

(M.
[M].
[M].
[M].
(M.
(M.
(M. :
(M.
(M.
[M].

.. 1968, [M].
. 1987. 0.
. 1998, :

(8):15—21.
(M1 . .

. 1991,
. 2002.
. 2007.

[M].
[M].
[M].

. 1995.
. 2008.
. 2014. [1l. 34(6):1—38.
.2011. : .
67—385.
. 2012, : [yl
—120.
.2013. : 7l. (3):5—28.
L2014, * ” : (7.
(4):108—132.
.2016.  * v s (1l
36(1):1—33.
. 2005. (M.
. 1967. [M]. .
Bueno de Mesguita, Bruce and Alastair Smith. 2011. The Dictator’ s Handbook : Why Bad
Behavior Is Almost Always Good Politics. New York: Publicaffairs.
Bueno de Mesguita, Bruce, Alastair Smith, Randolph M. Siverson, and James D.
Morrow. 2003. The Logic of Political Surviwal. Massachusetts: The MIT Press.
Cai, Yongshun. 2008. “Power Structure and Regime Resilience: Contentious Politics in
China. ” British Journal of Political Science 38(3) :411—432.
Chandler, Alfred D. , Jr. 1962. Snategy and Structure. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press.
Cooley, Alexander. 2005. Logics of Hierarchy: The Organization of Empires, States s and
Military Occupations. New York: Cornell University Press.
Edwards,Ronald A.. 2009. “Federalism and the Balance of Power: China’s Han and Tang
Dynasties and the Roman Empire. ” Pacific Economic Review 14(1): 1—21.
Galtung, Johan. 1971. “A Structural Theory of Imperialism.” Journal of Peace Research 8
(2):81—117.
Hess, Steven. 2013. Authoritarian Landscapes. New York:Springer.
1988.

[M]. .
[M].

(10) .

(9):100

Kaufman, Herbert. “The Collapse of Ancient States and Civilizations as an

o« 44 .



Organizational Problem. ”In The Collapse of Ancient States and Civilizations , edited by
Norman Yoffee and George L. Cowgill. Tucson: University of Arizona Press.

Landry,Pierre. 2008. Decentralized Authoritarianism . The Communist Party’ s Control of
Local Elites in the Post-Mao Era. New York:Cambridge University Press.

Motyl, Alexander J. 2001. Imperial Ends: The Decay, Collapse, and Rivival of Empires.
New York: Columbia University Press.

North, Douglass C., John J. Wallis, and Barry R. Weingast. 2009. Violence and Social
Orders. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Schedler, Andreas. 2009. *The New Institutionalism in the Study of Authoritarian
Regimes. ” Centro de Investigaciony Docencia Economicas ( CIDE). Working Paper
215.

Williamson, Oliver E. 1996. The Mechanisms of Governance. New York: Oxford
University Press.

Xu, Chenggang. 2011. “ The Fundamental Institutions of China’ s Reforms and
Development. ” Journal of Economic Literature 49(4) : 1076 —1151.

Yang, Lien-Sheng. 1954. “Toward a Study of Dynastic Configurations in Chinese
History. ” Haward Jowrnal of Asiatic Studies 17(3) : 329— 345.

Zhao, Dingxin. 2015. The Confucian-Legalist State: A New Theory of Chinese History.
New York: Oxford University Press.



