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Defusing Risk with Endogenous Strength: Community Resilience and
Rebuilding of Declined Danwei Community
Lu Heng

Abstract: With the coming of new century, Chinese Danwei Society has dramatically changed,
particularly due to some state-own enterprises got impoverished, some community for large enterprise
workers (Danwei Community) has been declined to be a urban slum, in where residents become divid-
ed seriously and some declined to underclass. In China, current researchers about declined Danwei
Community ,with a problem perspective viewing Danwei community as a community in disorder, draw
more attention to exogenous support from social policy, ignoring endogenous development and risk
management of Danwei Community itself. Instead, the framework of “community resilience” ,which is
a measurement of sustainable ability to respond to and recover from adverse situation, as a new perspec-
tive of community governance, focuses on either endogenous development of community itself or risk
management of community, including the content of anti-risk capability of residents, community identi-
ty and participation of community public issue, as well as the exogenous support from government and
civil society. This new theoretical and practical framework will be significant to construct a new com-
munity rebuilding way in the post-danwei age.

Keywords: Community Resiliency; Danwei Community; Risk Management Community; Gover-

nance
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