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and 26. 9 billion words together with other macroscopic economic and social data this
paper tries to explore how the perception of Chinese changes from 1949 to 2008 and find
the mechanism inside. The section of data description shows that the discourse of
“class” (jieji) has been reducing since the beginning of reform and opening up while
the public attention to stratification ( jieceng) has been increasing. Furthermore we use
the method of Principal Component Analysis to create an index measuring the public
concerns about stratification ( LC) and establish the casualty between LC and other
time series of economic and political indicators through the statistical method of Granger
Causality Test. The result shows: (1) As the reform and opening up in China proceeds

the ascending level of LC depends on the increasing trend of soaring national economy

widening income gap and active political participation. (2) Income inequality is more
influential in the two macroeconomic indicators. (3) The direction of the official opinion
does not exert critically permanent impact on the public attention to issues with respect
to the social stratification but in turn is affected by the latter. This study provides a
great historical span and macro-evel verification for traditional subjective research on

social stratification based on individual samples.

The Social Foundation of Modern Politics: Durkheim on the History and
Reality of Political Sociely ««««---sssssssrmmmmmmmmemreiaaannn Li Yingfei 216

Abstract: Considering the modern political issues from the social perspective is an
important starting point and content of Emile Durkheim ‘s sociological thought. This
article attempts to re-examine Durkheim$ early works traces Durkheim$ transformation
from “political” to “social” and try to find out that how he established the social theory
for modern politics. This paper argues that Durkheims two types of social solidarity to
some extent is in the two conceptual traditions of universitas and societas which have
been used since the thirteenth century to envision the modern States. While Durkheim
did a physiologic transformation of these two concepts he also established a theory about
the evolutionary history and Reality of political society. Durkheims professional group

theory can only be properly understood if it is placed in this context.
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