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Solid or Fluid? Social Class Structure Transition Trends in Contemporary

China during the Past 40 Years  --------- Li Lulu  Shi Lei & Zhu Bin 1

Abstract: Social class structure transition is one of the core processes of social changes.
Based on a general class structure framework and a national representative dataset this
paper focuses on the intergenerational social mobility between classes and further
discusses the social class transition in contemporary China since the reform and opening
up. Specifically we examine the transition trend of intergenerational social mobility

mechanisms of social class structure transition international comparison and the effect
of social mobility in China. We find that under the dual backgrounds of industrialization
and market transition the gross intergenerational mobility rate keeps increasing in the
Past forty years while the change of origin-destination is an N-shape trend. After
experiencing an initial rise and a subsequent twenty—year decrease the origin-destination
association in China has rebounded during the past ten years. We argue that the relative
strength of performancism and social class reproduction in the process of reform
determines the N-shape transition trend of origin-destination association in China.
Among all twenty countries we studied China’s origin-destination association score ranks
the 17th  which means the degree of origin-destination association in China is relatively
low. The analysis of intergenerational mobility effect reveals that an open fluid society
can lead to more positive social attitudes by providing equal social mobility

opportunities.

Chinas 40 Years of Poverty Reduction: An Exploratory Account from
Historical and Sociological Perspectives

....................................... Li Xiaoyun Xu ]m & Yu Lerong 35

Abstract: China’s poverty reduction in the past 40 years since the start of its “reform

. » o . L . .
and opening-up 7 is not merely an achievement during its economic and social
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