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Most influential of all is Le Bons “the law of the mental unity of crowds” by which he
analyzes the two sides of the crowds brutality and heroism and describes the
transformation from heterogeneity to homogeneity in gathered individuals. Le Bon's
research not only influenced subsequent discussion of the relationship between the crowd
and the leader as well as their power relations but also created the tradition of
collective behavior research in American sociology. Furthermore in our era of
globalization it urges people to reflect on the new form of panic caused by network

violence.

The Representation and Protection of Moeurs: Rousseau’s Social Theory of

Roman Constitutions «cececeseeeereeeceescsciciriecenans Zhang Guowang 212

Abstract: Moeurs is at the core of Rousseau’s social thought. His discussion of moeurs
constitutes an important beginning of Western social theory. This article attempts to

” into the discussion of the Roman

bring the moral sociology perspective of “moeurs”
constitutions and examine the social theoretical implications of various constitutions.
This article contends that the Rome Comitia is a manifestation of different moeurs in the
specific historical periods and the function of the Senate is to guide the trend of moeurs
through the law. The essence of the tribunate is to protect the moeurs with the negative
power whereas the power of the censorship aims to present and guide the judgment of
the public opinion. Whether the dictatorship can effectively run relies on the social

mentality of the public with regard to the absolute power.
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