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The Shaping and Influence of the Global Value Chain on International Power
Yu Nanping « 120 »

International power is a core issue of international politics. Traditional Western
theory has difficulty in finding convincing theoretical explanations for changes in
international power against the background of global value chains because it lacks an
analytical framework for the foundations of the global economy. From the
perspective of Marxist political economy, the global value chain reflects the division
of labor and coordination of global productivity and expresses the global economic
foundations (the sum total of relations of production ). The production and
distribution of the global value chain have accelerated the formation of international
relations and the power structure, which differs from those of the era of the “national
whole industry chain.” The structure of the global value chain network reflects the
features of Barabasi’s complex network theory, fully demonstrating the factors of
scale , junction, location , participation, key nodes, and chain owners that make up
the patterns of international power. Empirical observation and research show that
changes in the network structure of the global value chain can dynamically shape
international power through network fitness, as great powers compete for the nodes
and links of the global value chain.

Reform and Opening Up and the Narrative Discourse of Chinese Sociology
Reconstruction: The Example of the Life Course of Forty Sociologists
Zhou Xiaohong « 138 »

The synchronization of Chinese sociology reconstruction with reform and opening
up provides us with a unique perspective to review the contemporary progress of
Chinese society through sociologists’ personal life course. Most of the post
reconstruction generation of Chinese sociologists had the experience of going to the
countryside, working as laborers, or serving in the military before going to
university. In a sense, they gained enlightenment in relation to empirical research in a
non-disciplinary way before being exposed to sociology. Their understanding of and
resulting empathy with urban and rural society and the masses, coupled with their
academic training in diverse and miscellaneous methods, made it easier for them to
enter the world of their research subjects. With their unique professional status, they
participated in reform and opening up, confronted the problems and challenges in the
modernization process, and responded to them with imagination, empirical research ,
and theoretical insights. Social transformation and cultural awareness also provided a
subjective and objective basis for creating the agency of Chinese sociology.
Throughout the past forty-plus years, their life courses and collective experiences
have influenced the production of knowledge in Chinese sociology, endowing them
with the academic vitality to respond to Chinese reality while still leaving room for
bringing their work to new heights.
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